The Centre of Commonwealth Studies presents:

NEW CRITICAL FORUM

THEORY, POLITICS, POSTCOLONIALISM

· Is postcolonialism just ‘pc’ theory?

· What’s the difference between ‘tricontinentalism’ and ‘postcolonialism’?

· How does postcolonial theory relate to politics?

Postcolonial theory has stimulated more critical debate over the past twenty years than any other theoretical discourse. Yet paradoxically it has also helped silence discussion of its meanings, implications and applications.

While we accept Gayatri Spivak’s famous response to calls for a plain speaking postcolonial theory - ‘We know plain prose cheats’ - we also believe in the value of non-specialist discussion. 

This informal reading group is open to all and aims to make available a space for the discussion of postcolonial and related theory. We will focus on a range of critical and ethical dilemmas posed by the current political climate.  Using articles from journals at the cutting edge of theory, we aim to work towards conceptualising properly theorised and historicised responses to pressing global concerns. This series hopes to promote debates focusing on two or three key related theoretical essays/extracts. 

This semester there will be two meetings in A7:

2 March: 9/11 Theory (ESSAYS AVAILABLE FROM ENGLISH DEPT. OFFICE FROM MONDAY 16 February)

30 March: Refugees and Asylum: the question of ‘Hospitality’ (ESSAYS AVAILABLE FROM ENGLISH DEPT. OFFICE FROM 

19 March)
DISCUSSION TO BE LUBRICATED BY ALCOHOL BUT PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING A BOTTLE

For further information please contact James Procter on 01786 467513, j.r.procter@stir.ac.uk or Corinne Fowler on 01786 466209, c.s.fowler@stir.ac.uk 
