STIRLING GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL

SPRING 2004 SEMINAR PROGRAMME

Seminar Booking Arrangements

The following Seminars:  Bibliographies and Using Lecture Theatre Equipment  must be booked through the Computer Information Centre Ext (46) 7250/7270.  If you are unable to book these sessions, the Computing Advisory team will be able to offer advice on alternative sessions.  Details of these can be found on the Web at http:/www.is.stir.ac.uk/train/InfoSkills.htm.

Teaching Skills seminars must be booked through the Training and development Unit Ext (46) 7026 or email: staff.development@stir.ac.uk or apply on-line at http;//www.personnel.stir.ac.uk.

All other seminars must be booked through the Stirling Graduate Research School on (46) 6691 or by sending an e-mail to graduate-research@stir.ac.uk.

An Introduction to Learning & Teaching

Ginnie Willis:  Staff Development Unit

This programme of educational development events is specifically designed for teaching assistants and part-time tutors new to higher education.  Each session is self-contained but participants are encouraged to register for as many as possible for greatest benefit

· Understanding Student Learning
Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

4th February 2004

· Running Tutorials & Seminars

Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

11th February 2004 

· Lecturing & Presenting

Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

17th February 2004 

· Fieldwork, Labs & Practicals
Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

26th February 2004 

· Assessing Student Work
Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

3rd March 2004 

· Working with International Students and Students with Additional Needs
Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

10th March 2004 

· E-Learning and the use of WebCT
Cottrell 4Z9, 2pm – 5pm

17th March 1004 

Career Planning 

June Kay, Careers Advisory Service

(1) Knowing yourself and your options

Cottrell 2A9, 4pm – 6pm

5th February 2004 

This session examines what you have to offer employers and what you want from a job.  It looks at what you have gained from events in life so far, and what you have gained specifically from doing research - in terms of skills, knowledge and achievements.  

Self-awareness exercises also look at your values, interests and temperament and how these could impact on your career choice.  The session will also cover ideas for career development, job hunting strategies and sources of information.

(2) Marketing yourself on paper and at interviews

Cottrell, 2B121, 2pm – 4pm

19th February 2004 

This session will cover:

· good application technique

· what should go in to a CV and different styles of CV

· completing application forms.  

· preparation for interviews, including how to deal with difficult questions 

· good interview technique.  

The session will also give the opportunity for individual interview practice. 

Bibliographies

Lisa Haddow; Information Services, Library Liaison & Training

Library - S21, 2pm – 4pm, 

25th February 2004 

This session serves as a very basic background and introduction, for Postgraduate research students, to the world of bibliographies.  The problems of citation and reference will be discussed, and some of the solutions that do not use specialised software. 

The session will also examine how specialised software, ProCite in particular, can help to produce references and citations that are consistent with common standards.  Note the session does not look at how to use ProCite
Statistics

Kate Howie, Computing Science & Mathematics
The ten sessions are aimed at all postgraduate students, although mainly covering quantitative research methods.  The sessions build from basic exploratory analysis to fairly complex multivariate methods. Students should be able to appropriately present, analyse and interpret data from different types of study by the end of the series of lectures and practicals. 

Each session provides a one-hour discussion of aspects of both the theory and practice of statistical techniques followed by a one-hour practical session allowing students to apply the techniques to some data. Data sets are provided but students should feel free to use data sets from their own studies. Students can use either Minitab or SPSS for the practical sessions. Students usually attend all sessions but may wish to attend only those necessary to extend their previous experience. 

All sessions take place in Cottrell, Lecture Theatre LTA1, 4pm – 5pm, and Computer Lab 2A19, 5pm – 6pm

Session
Date
Subject


1
18/02/04
Exploring Data Analysis I
Part 1 of a two-part workshop.  This session on Exploring Data Analysis will examine graphical summaries

2
25/02/04
Exploring Data Analysis II
Part 11 builds upon the earlier session and focuses on numerical summaries

3
03/03/04
Hypothesis Tests and Confidence Intervals
This session will address concepts, assumptions and interpretation

4
10/03/04
Analysing Differences I
Part 1 of a two-part session.  Analysing Differences 1 examines one and two sample cases.

5
17/03/04
Analysing Differences II
Part II will examine more than two samples

6
24/03/04
Analysing Relationships I
Part 1 of a two-part session dealing with the relationship between continuous variables

7
31/03/04
Analysing Relationships II
Part II of Analysing Relationships between categorical variables

8
14/04/04
Complex Analytical Techniques I
Part I of a two-part session examining the complex ANOVA

9
21/04/04
Complex Analytical Techniques II
Part II of Complex Analytical Techniques.  This session will examine multiple linear regression

10
28/04/04
Multivariate Techniques
This session will deal with concepts and applications of some Multivariate techniques.

Applying for Research Funding 

Jen Shearer/Julia Campbell:  Planning & Research Office

Cottrell 2A17, 2pm – 4pm

18th February 2004 

This session will introduce students to the business of acquiring external funding to support research activity. Guidance will be provided on identifying appropriate sources of funding (using the SPIN database); tips on drafting proposals and submitting applications; and discussion of associated issues such as costing and pricing, intellectual property and the relationship between funding body and researcher. A case study will be included.


Using Lecture Theatre Equipment 

Graham Miller:  Desktop & Learning Technology Services

Cottrell Lecture Theatres B3 and B4, 2pm – 4pm

24th March 2004 

An introductory session for those about to deliver teaching in the lecture theatres.  Will include how to link to the network, use the  projectors and screeens, remote microphones and all audio visual equipment
Getting the Message Across 

Prof D Bell, Economics/Lesley Pollok, Communications & Development Office

Cottrell 2A17, 2pm – 4pm

31st March 2004 

How can academics explain their research successfully through the media to a non-academic audience?  This workshop will explore the pitfalls and dangers, as well as the rewards, of a relationship with the media.

Surviving the Viva 

Dr Angus Erskine; Applied Social Science

Cottrell 2A17, 2pm – 4pm

14th April  2004 

The PhD viva is surrounded by mystique, but this shouldn't affect your preparation or your performance.  This session will, using both the experiences of supervisor & students alike, provide you with information that clarifies the viva process.  You will be able to identify what questions and strategies that you should discuss in further depth with your supervisor.  This seminar will:


· remove the mystique surrounding the viva process; 

· define what the viva involves; 

· help you structure and prepare for your viva.

Publishing Your Research 

Prof John Field:  DAICE and Director of SGRS

Cottrell 2A17, 2pm – 4pm

21st April  2004 

This session examines the techniques and pathways by which graduate students may achieve publication of their research output. The session will cover each stage of the process, including the identification and targeting of potential publishers, the writing and presentation of proposals in an increasingly competitive academic marketplace, and the conversion of thesis materials into publishable texts. 

Three categories of academic publishing will be considered: books, journal articles, and essays for edited volumes. John Field has published many examples of each, and regularly reviews book and article proposals for major academic publishers in the UK. 

An Introduction to QSR NUD*IST for analysing Qualitative Data

Dr Sam Punch:  Applied Social Science

Cottrell B3, 3pm – 4pm, Computer Lab (TBA) 4pm – 5pm

5th May  2004 

The aim of this introductory session is to highlight some of the benefits and limits of using NUD*IST as a tool to facilitate qualitative data analysis.

This session is limited to 18 places only, and is aimed at those who have not used NUD*IST before

Giving Talks about your Research 

Vernon Gayle, Applied Social Science (TBC)

Venue & Time TBA

12th May  2004 

If you are nervous about presenting your work to a conference, or even to an informal seminar group, this session may help you prepare. John will give tips about organising and rehearsing your presentation, how to make the most of visual aids, and handling questions and discussion. Research students and junior research or academic staff who have yet to give research talks, or who have had bad experiences in the past, are encouraged to attend.

Planning the Final Stages of your Doctorate

Prof Ian Simpson; School of Biological & Environmental Sciences 

Cottrell B3, 2pm – 4pm

19th May  2004 

This seminar will suggest strategies to help students work out a timescale for the end of their PhD and alert them to some of the common problems.  It will include real life examples of good practice as well as what not to do, with input from a recently graduated PhD student, and a student currently going through the final stages.  Questions will be taken at the end of the session.

