Centre of Commonwealth Studies 

University of Stirling

PROGRAMME of SEMINARS

Spring Semester 2006

WEDNESDAY (NB change of day) 19 April at 5:30pm in Pathfoot C1, jointly with History:

PROFESSOR ROBIN LAW

Department of History

 'The Royal African Company of England 1681-1699'
Tuesday 25 April at 5pm in Pathfoot A7, jointly with the School of Languages, Cultures and Religions:

DR DAVID MURPHY

Department of French

'An Alternative Cinema? Or a Cinema of Alternatives? The Films of Ousmane Sembene'
Tuesday 2 May at 5pm in Pathfoot A7 :

ANNIE ZAIDI
Charles Wallace Trust Fellow

will read from her work

FRIDAY (NB change of day) 19 May, a one-day conference: see below

For further information please contact Professor Angela Smith: tel  01786 467503 or 

e-mail ams1@stir.ac.uk

Conference

POSTCOLONIAL REPRESENTATIONS

Friday 19th May 2006

in Pathfoot Building, University of Stirling

A one-day conference on postcolonial arts and literatures in honour of Professor Angela Smith

who retires from the University of Stirling in 2006

Featuring leading international creative writers, academics and cultural commentators

All welcome! Registration free

Conference programme

9am:

Conference rooms open 

9.15am: 
Welcome: James Procter and Steph Newell

9.20am: 
Keynote address: 

Alastair Niven, OBE, ‘Angelas and Demons’

10-10.45am: John McCracken, ‘The Centre and the Periphery: 

Commonwealth Studies at Stirling University’

10.45-11.00:
Coffee and tea

11.00-12.30pm: Lyn Innes, ‘Nationalism meets Modernism: Sidney Nolan’s 

Ned Kelly Series’

Mpalive Hangson-Msiska, ‘The Baffling 

Language of Contemporary African Art: Some Thoughts’

12.30-2pm: Lunch

2.00-3.30pm: David Richards, ‘ “The Art Behind”: The Postcolonial, the 

Modern, and the Archaic’ 

Nick Royle, ‘Deconstructing Angela’

3.30-3.45pm:Coffee and tea

*
*
*
*

3.45-6pm: Creative Writers

The Department of English Studies is delighted to welcome four highly acclaimed creative writers to the University of Stirling.

In order of appearance

Jackie Kay---Jack Mapanje---Alan Bissett---Les Murray

Jackie Kay is a Scottish-born creative writer whose poetry, drama and fiction have won widespread praise and critical attention. Her prize-winning first collection of poems, The Adoption Papers (1991), was broadcast on BBC Radio 3 in 1990 as part of the Drama Now series. Her second collection of poetry, Other Lovers (1993), won a Somerset Maugham Award. Her work for television includes a poetry documentary for BBC2, Twice Through The Heart, which became an English National Opera song cycle. Her novel, Trumpet (1998), won the Authors’ Club first novel award and the 1998 Guardian Fiction Award. Her recent work includes a collection of short stories, Why Don’t You Stop Talking, and a collection of poetry, Life Mask.

Jack Mapanje is the prize-winning Malawian author of many works of critical and creative writing. In 1985 his first collection of poems, Of Chameleons and Gods (1981), was withdrawn from bookshops, libraries and educational establishments by the Malawian government, and in 1987 he was imprisoned without trial or charge until 1991. While in prison, he wrote his acclaimed second volume of poetry, The Chattering Wagtails of Mikuyu Prison (1993), as well as most of his third collection of poetry, Skipping without Ropes (1998). Prizes awarded to him include the Rotterdam Poetry International Award (1988) and the Fonlon-Nichols Award of the African Literature Association (2002). His latest book is a collection of poetry, The Last of the Sweet Bananas: New & Selected Poems (2004).

Alan Bissett’s novels and short stories have been hailed as ‘fizzy, upbeat fiction in the republic of Scottish letters’. His vibrant—often surprising---creations have received much praise from reviewers, and his first novel, Boyracers (2001), was hailed in the Sunday Herald for conveying a ‘feeling for language so passionate it shames the dullness of so many sentences that make it into print’. In 2000 he was shortlisted for the Macallan/Scotland on Sunday short story prize. In 2001 he edited a collection of Scottish fiction, Damage Land, and 2005 saw the release of his most recent novel, The Incredible Adam Spark.

Les Murray is Australia’s leading poet and one of the greatest contemporary poets writing in English. He has won many literary awards, including the prestigious T. S. Eliot Award (1996). In 1999 he was awarded the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry on the recommendation of Ted Hughes. Some of his recent works include The Biplane Houses (forthcoming), Learning Human: New Selected Poems, Conscious and Verbal, Poems the Size of Photographs. Other acclaimed volumes include The Vernacular Republic: Poems 1961-1981, The Daylight Moon, Dog Fox Field, and a novel in verse, Fredy Neptune.

*
*
*
*
6pm-7.30pm: Angela Smith responds to the day, and reception hosted by the Department of English Studies

8pm: Conference banquet. 

If you are not one of the speakers and would like to attend the conference banquet, please contact James Procter (j.r.procter@stir.ac.uk) at least two weeks in advance for details of venue, prices and availability.
