Survey Link Scheme – workshops
22 June and 23 June
The information on the Survey Link Scheme and how to apply has now been launched on the website:

http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sls.htm
The ESRC Survey Link Scheme, supported by the ESRC Training and Development Board, exists to give academic social scientists the opportunity to acquaint themselves with professional social survey research, carried out by the Office for National Statistics, the National Centre for Social Research and various market research companies. It thus provides a bridge between the academic and the practical worlds in which professional survey research is carried out.  

Two linked components are offered, each typically taking one day each:

Attendance at a one-day workshop, which provides a briefing on a particular survey. The day includes an introduction to survey interviewing in the field, an introduction to CAPI – Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing — and guidance through the CAPI questionnaire of a particular survey by professional staff from the agency carrying out the fieldwork. These workshops are held at various locations throughout the UK 

The opportunity to go out with a professional interviewer for one day, and observe a social survey interview in the field. This can be arranged close to where the scheme participant lives, and takes place after attendance at the workshop. 
The Workshop on 22 June given by NATCEN will cover BSAS; and on 23 June ONS will cover the SHCS. The programme is designed to appeal not only to people interested in those surveys but also quantitative researchers with an interest in other major surveys.  It should also appeal to qualitative researchers who wish to have an insight in the conduct of interviews using CAPI techniques.
The Workshops, funded by ESRC, are Free and reasonable travel expenses are paid.

Here are some comments that those attending have said in the past that may help if the students ask:

 

1.       “It gave an insight on the job of interviewers and the demands made of respondents.  It was an enjoyable day” 
2.       “It was a highly useful adjunct to the course and regret not signing up sooner as it would have given a realistic insight to inform the lectures on survey methods”
3.       “Would recommend for MA students”
4.       “Feedback from interviewers; struck by the limitations of the survey methodology - vivid examples of how to think about biases in sampling”
5.       “how questions are interpreted by interviewers and respondents- managing the interview process”
6.       “Deeper understanding of the survey and how it should be conducted”
7.       “Learnt of problems that arise when carrying our a survey- will help towards my development of the my field of research” 
8.       “Seeing theory put into practice”
9.       “Deeper understanding of survey and the issues facing interviewees and a great deal about the methodology and practicalities of BSAS; complexity of language used …...will be invaluable when utilising data from the BSA and YPSA surveys in my own work”
10.   “My own work uses qualitative methods and so it was really valuable for me to gain an insight into data collection methods on a large quantitative survey”
11.   “I have already used the placement experience in my own research...so I introduced the idea of self completion diaries at the end of my own interviews”
12.   Persuasion in gaining an interview; rapport; difficulty in understanding the questions being asked; difficulties in English not being first language; highly rewarding…although this is not directly related to my PhD subject, I am sure that I will access the survey findings in future work activity.  ...it is much more difficult to say no once committed to an interview and are face to face with you.
13.   Insight into development of questionnaires; interviewing skills; insight into the validity of responses; greater understanding of questionnaire design, sampling procedures, eliciting responses, limitations and benefits of quantitative research - help in designing  and conducting quantitative research in future.
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