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The Zanzibar Red Colobus Project: The Story So Far
 
By comparison to many other species of red colobus on mainland Africa, the Zanzibar red colobus (Piliocolobus kirkii) seem to be rather flexible in their habitat requirements. They live in a variety of forest types and are even able to find food and safety in agricultural areas, provided there are enough exotic trees suitable for feeding and sleeping among the arable fields. But will that save them from eventual population decline and extinction given the pace of forest loss in Zanzibar? In this talk, I present some of the initial studies that my students and I have conducted on this endemic primate since starting the Zanzibar Red Colobus Project in 2018. I will discuss some of our future plans, and how we’ve been dealing with the pandemic disruption of 2020-(2021). In particular I will highlight: (1) how my previous work on primate ecophysiology in other species has influenced my approach to exploring the mechanisms via which anthropogenic disturbance may lead to population decline in the Zanzibar red colobus; (2) the effects of tourism and vehicle-collision mortality on our study groups; and (3) our very early forays into exploring the ecological niche and resilience of this species within the context of Piliocolobus spp. distribution across Africa.

