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Primate tourism is a growing industry where close encounters with wild animals are often sought. However, such interactions have raised serious concerns for both human safety and animal welfare. Monkey bites represent up to 21% of animal bites worldwide and are second to dog bites for travellers. Moreover, over 50% of monkey bites are received by children and young adults aged 2-29 years old. In addition, human-primate interactions often negatively affect primates’ welfare, i.e. increased aggression, stress and risk of pathogen transmission. This is particularly problematic as 60% of primate species are endangered.  Understanding how both species interpret their respective communication cues is therefore important for mitigating negative interspecific interactions, and ultimately reducing the costs for both human and animal welfare. In this talk, I will explore how facial features, such as facial expressions or facial morphology, widely used as signalling cues in humans and Barbary macaques (Macaca sylvanus) are (mis)interpreted, and how this can affect subsequent human-primate interactions.  

