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10 November 2004
 
NEWS RELEASE
 
ITN Launches Two New Services for Vodafone live! with 3G 

 

 

ITN announced today the expansion of its multimedia operation with the launch of two new services for the new look Vodafone live! with 3G. They will comprise an enhanced updating news bulletin service - adding to ITN’s existing news operation in 2.5G - and an entirely new TV site service providing background on television programmes and personalities.  At the click of a button, Vodafone live! with 3G customers will now be able to see high-quality crystal-clear news pictures while they’re on the move.

 
The 3G TV site from ITN is a new venture from the UK’s largest commercial news company, which is expanding rapidly into the video-on-mobile market.  Along with the new news site, the TV site is live today on the new 3G handsets from Vodafone and includes TV listings, up-to-date news about TV and all the hot gossip of the TV world in a section aptly named TV Wow. The TV site also includes comprehensive news about Soaps including past plots lines and behind the scenes news.

 
ITN has been supplying Vodafone live! with News and Entertainment News content for 18-months having been named as its main news supplier. The service takes the form of video clips and bulletins together with regular daily alerts to subscribing customers. 

 
For ITN, which is paving its way to becoming the UK’s leading multimedia news content provider across new on-line and mobile delivery channels, this project represents an important milestone on its new media roadmap.

 
“During the past 18 months we have earned the title of principal news partner on Vodafone live! working on the 2.5G platform in the UK,” commented Nicholas Wheeler, Managing Director, Multimedia Content at ITN. “Now, we can build on our News expertise, with our new TV site on 3G putting authoritative but fun content onto the mobile phone. The downloads are fast and the picture quality is superb. It will open up a whole raft of new opportunities that ITN is ideally positioned to supply.”

 
Having worked in the 3G domain for nearly two years, ITN can provide a unique blend of technical know-how and creative reporting skills and has expanded its already substantial mobile production unit to include specialist TV writers and producers.

 
“Since we started working together, ITN has demonstrated its commitment to the mobile medium and its ability to support the growth of this new and dynamic market,” comments Al Russell, Head of Vodafone Content Services. “We are pleased to be able to extend the partnership and together create one of the most exciting and useful areas on the new look Vodafone live! with 3G.”

 
-Ends-
Editor’s note – Background to ITN
ITN is one of the world's leading and most efficient news producers. From its main production studios in London, where most of its 800 plus employees are based, ITN provides news programming for ITV1, the ITV News Channel, Channel 4, five and Independent Radio News (IRN). ITN’s combined news broadcasts reach over two-thirds of the population, making it one of the leading news providers in the UK. The company has a strong reputation for the efficient use of modern technology (winning the Royal Television Society's 2004 Innovation Award) and optimizes the use of its IP through ITN Archive – which is both the biggest commercial news archive and TV-based video archive in the world with a library of over 650,000 hours of footage - and through producing factual documentaries and programming, and streaming news and entertainment content to 3G phones.
 
For more information, please contact:

ITN                                                                  
John Nolan                                                      

Tel:      +44 20 7430 4216                                           

Email:  john.nolan@itn.co.uk                                      

 
Scribe PR
Bob Charlton
Tel:      +44 20 7559 9891
Email: bob@scribe-pr.com
