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Abstract: As our closest living relatives, chimpanzees provide insights into the origins of human traits such as language. While decades of research on chimpanzee vocal communication have greatly enriched our understanding of language origins, chimpanzee vocal ontogeny remains poorly understood. In this talk, I will present the results of several observational studies recently conducted on the vocal behaviour of infant and juvenile chimpanzees. These studies provide new insights into the process of chimpanzee vocal ontogeny regarding the acoustic structure of the vocal repertoire, as well as patterns of vocal production and function. The implications of these results for our understanding of language evolution will be discussed. 
